THE DOWNFALL OF THE MONARCHICAL POWER
with and without foreign assistance, failed to get it back.
Contrary to die will of Bolcslaw die Wry-mouthed, the
aristocracy in 1146 elevated Boleslaw die Curly to the
throne of die principality of Cracow. Bolcslaw retained
their support so long as he followed their counsel, but
when, on the death of Wladislaw in 1159, he attempted to
restore, the lost power of the Crown, they conspired to
overthrow him in turn and offer the throne of Cracow
to his younger brodier Casimir. This plot failed, how-
ever, through the unexpected refusal of Casimir to accept
the offered dignity; and Boleslaw the Curly remained
in possession of Cracow till 1173, when he died.
After his death die province devolved to Micszko the
Old, the eldest member of the family, and a wise and able
ruler. The internal policy of Mieszko aimed at the
financial weakening of the aristocracy; heavy fines were
imposed on unruly nobles, and the posts of chief advan-
tage in the realm were filled with the King's relatives or
friends. Nevertheless the nobles seized the first oppor-
tunity of surprising Mieszko and forcing him to abdicate
before he could resist or summon aid. In 1177 his
brother Casimir, surnamed die Just, was proclaimed Duke
of Poland.
Casimir, the fifth and youngest son of Bolcslaw die
Wry-mouthed, was but an infant in arms at his father's
death, and was not named in the division of die kingdom.
Indebted as he was to the clergy and aristocracy for his
crown, he naturally submitted to their demands. At a
Congress of clerics and nobles summoned at Leczyca, in
1180, he granted them many considerable concessions,
exempting their lands from certain taxes and duties, and
renouncing the royal privilege of jus spalis, according to
which the personal property of a deceased bishop passed
to the prince. In return it was agreed by the assembly
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